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Habitat For Humanity making dreams come true

Shavyne Mohl

In today’s society with
escalating enerey and housing
costs it seems for some fami-
lies trying to get enough
money in the bank to pur
chase their own house just
seems like a distant dream
which will never really ever
be feasible.

That was mayhbe the reali-
ty, until Habitat for Humanity,
established their sixty-first
affiliate  right  here in
Mountain View County - and
plans are in the making for the
first ever home to be built
locally in Cremona.

Habitat for Humanity was
established to help families
build their cwn homes, The
construction of a  Habitat
home is a co-operate effort
imvolving the families, com-
munity sponsors, various vol-
unteers, partner families, and
professional tradesmen.

“Habitat provides low
income familics that wouldn't
normally qualify for a con-
ventional — mortgage  the
opportunity 1o own their oan
homes” explained Laurie
Miller, one of the many local
volunteers invelved in the
local County chapler.

The family which is select-
ed will be required to assist in
the construction of the home,
and if they aren’t able - due to
medical reasons - to assisi
with manual labor, then there
are other things that they can
do which will assist in the
building Miller explaines.

For the past three years the
local Habitat chapier has been
fundraising, and that money
will bhe put towards  the
aroup’s first build which will
be happening in Cremoni,

The money which was
patsed, and will be maised, is
put into a fimd which will be

]

family.
Aside  from  monetary
donations,  Habatat for

Humanity, accepts donations
of labor, land. and building
products,

Habitat for MHumanity
doesn't give “free” hand outs,
becouse once the house s
completed the family which
moves into the home is con-
tracted o a no interest mort-
gage and they must make
manthly payments to the local
chapter.

“The familys mortgage
payments then go back into
the fund, which then allows

more homes to be built)”
Miller said.
Once the family has

moved inte their new home

- Habitat works with the family

to help them establish a good
budeet, and ensure that they
can manage everything on
their ow,

“We work with the family
for about a year when al that
time we back out, and our
only tie to them aficr that time
is paying us the monthly

mortgage payments” biller
explained.
The Cremona  United

Church has donated the First
lot of land which Habitat will
be constructing  their first
home on.

How to apply?

Families from anywhere
within -~ Mountain ~ View
County, who have lived here
at least one year, are cligible
to toss their name in o
become the *sclected family’
chosen for this project,

So, this means i you live
anywhere within the County,
which includes in any of the
following communitics,
Didsbury, Olds, Cremona,

Rafﬂc tlckets are current]} on sale for th:s Plﬂ"r’

-house. The funds raised will be put towards the first
Habitat for Humanity house which will be built in

Cremona.
Sundre or Carstairs - you can
apply, if vou it the other cri-
teria.

Applications, which arc
available at all Town offices
and neighbourhood places,
are due April 1.

The family selection com-
mittee will then take the
maonth of April to review all
applications, and Miller says
that by May | Habitat for
Humanity hopes o have a
ﬁma’l;-.f selected,

“We want to have a family
selected by May 1 in order for
us to forge mto the building
process by July 1.7 Miller
said.

The family will actually be
mvolved in the design and
construction of the house,
Miller explained, just in case
there is anything special that
needs to be constructed if any
family members have disabil-
ities,

“It is expected that the
family can move into the
house by November 1.7

Study proves success

Miller says that studies

have proved that once a fami
ly has moved into a “Habita
for Humanity' home that the
familics lives wsually improve
dramatically,

“There is less stress in the
families lives and usually th
children’s lives improve, anc
the Family regains their pride
and dignity that they feel they
might have lost before;
Miller said. “Also, 46 per cen
of (Habitat) home-owner:
change jobs, once they have
moved into their new home
and find a better job”

Habitat for Humanity firs
came into Canada in [985
and according to 2000 figuwres
there were 500 homes buil
across Canada by Habitat o
Humanity.

20010 stats also show thal
Habital for Humanity has
150,000 affiliates in 70 differ
ent  countries  around  the
globe.

For more information or
the local  chapter.  visi
<http:/fwww. mountain-
viewhabitat.ca, =



